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an aftermath of the events of 1905 (pages 73, 85), in which Young 
India may be said to have been born. Its philosophy is traced by the 
author back to Tilak's message in the Kesari, a Marathi journal, in 
1897 (page 51). But the beginnings of the militant attitude are 
to be seen in the journalism of the '70's (page 22). 

From a reading of the book one rises with the conviction that a 
state of war exists in India between the people who are its natural 
leaders and the foreigners who have managed to get possession of the 
country. This belligerency, chronic and old as it is, is not recognized 
as such in international law, because the rebels have not yet been able 
to smuggle, purchase or steal enough arms and ammunition for one or 
two dramatic military demonstrations. But India's efforts to attain 
political emancipation in the teeth of the formidable opposition of the 
enemy are patent to all who study warfare and the "halfway houses " 
to war. The present book is a record of this struggle, especially of 
the crisis that is coming to a head, from the other side of the shield. 

Benoy Kumar Sarkar. 
Paris. 

A Short History of the Italian People. By Janet Penrose 
Trevelyan. New York, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1920. — xiii, 580 pp. 

Mrs. George Macaulay Trevelyan possesses admirable qualifica- 
tions for writing a history of Italy. She has availed herself of the 
opportunity of studying for many years alongside her talented hus- 
band, the author of Garibaldi and the Thousand, etc. Further evi- 
dence of her qualifications is shown in her bibliography, which lists 
179 English, 79 French, 47 German and 189 Italian books, which 
" in almost all cases have been consulted by the author ". 

The task of condensing into a single volume the eight volumes of 
Hodgkin, the eight of Gregorovius, the sixteen of Sismondi, the 
scores of volumes of Botta, Bianchi, Mazzini, Metternich, Bersezio, 
and Ricasoli, to say nothing of the hundreds of volumes of letters, 
memoirs and biographies, is quite herculean. It would be unfair to 
find fault with the bibliography of a book which the author frankly 
admits is only a simple introduction to the subject, but she could 
have spared herself much reading had she chosen a smaller number 
of volumes, among which should have figured Muratori, Rerum 
italicarum scriptores, Zambrini, Scelta di curiosita letterarie inedite 
o rare del secalo XIII al XVII, Vallardi, Storia politica d' Italia 
Venturi, Storia dell'arte italiana, Novati, Biblioteca storica della 
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letteratura, and Ricci, Italia artistica. In such a book a long bibliog- 
raphy serves no real purpose. 

The title of Mrs. Trevelyan's volume is a misnomer. It might 
well be called "A Short History of Italian Personages", for the 
pages fairly swarm with proper names, on many pages at an average 
of one to each line. Dukes, counts, princes, cardinals, popes, kings 
and emperors run easily from the author's pen. Carlyle would have 
found delight and solace in what Mrs. Trevelyan has written, but 
to a reader accustomed to the history of political ideas, cultural 
trends, economic shifts and philosophic ideals, her book, with its 
dynastic, curial and pseudo-political changes, will seem as antiquated 
in method as it is sterile in ideas. The great outburst of the Italian 
Rinascimento is given almost an entire paragraph in part of one 
page! 

Mrs. Trevelyan has not entirely met the need for a one-volume 
history of Italy. 

R. V. D. Magoffin. 
Johns Hopkins University. 

Les £tats-Unis d'Amerique et le Con flit Europeen 4 aout 
1914 — 6 avril igij. By Achille Viallate. Paris, Felix Alcan, 
1919.— x, 343 pp. 

Probably no Frenchman, if we except M. Jusserand, the present 
French ambassador at Washington, is capable of speaking with 
greater definiteness and precision regarding affairs in the United 
States than is the author of the present volume. His essays on Amer- 
ican diplomatic history, which appeared in 1905, were followed in 
1908 by a work on American industry, its evolution, organization 
and expansion ; and both publications were characterized by an inti- 
mate acquaintance with printed materials, supplemented by personal 
inquiries. 

The volume now before us not only narrates what took place in the 
United States during the period designated in the title, but also en- 
deavors to explain it in the light of past as well as of current political 
conditions and policy. In this way the reader gains the benefit of a 
survey of the foreign policies of the United States by a competent 
critic, whose detached position enables him to give to events inter- 
pretations which might not occur to one with a nearer and less com- 
manding view of the field of action. For the same reasons, the work 
is not of that purely evanescent type which predominates among the 
books and pamphlets so far published in relation to the war. 



